
 

 

 

East Cowes Town Council 
Town Hall, York Avenue, East Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO32 6R 

Tel: (01983) 299082 │ Email: deputyclerk@eastcowestowncouncil.co.uk 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Events Committee held at East Cowes Town Hall, York Avenue, East Cowes, Thursday 

16th April 2026 at 7.30pm 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Present 

Councillors: Cllr Reardon, Cllr Pragnell, Cllr Warleigh-Lack 

Officers: S Chilton (Clerk), C Jones (Deputy Clerk) 

Also Present: Peter Ball, Pete Badham 

 

EC11/26   APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Cllrs Palin and Love. Apologies were also received from non-voting member Dave 

Priddle.  

EC12/26   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
2.1  Cllr Reardon declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of the East Cowes Community Partnership and 

the East Cowes Business Association. Cllrs Warleigh-Lack and Pragnell declared a non-pecuniary interest as members 

of East Cowes Sailing Club. 

2.2  No written requests for dispensations were received. 

EC13/26   MINUTES 
3.1 The Committee considered the minutes of the Events Committee meeting held on 26 February 2026. 

Resolved: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 26 February 2026 as a true and accurate record. 

EC/14/26   MEMBERS’ UPDATES 
4.1  Event Planning and Infrastructure 

Members received updates on arrangements for the East Cowes Festival, including: 

- Morris Dancers: confirmed and booked (no fee). 

- Staging arrangements: agreement reached on hiring a professional stage, lighting and sound desk 

proforma to be requested. 

- Marquee to be arranged from SDC Marquees 12m x 18m – proforma to be sent to Town Council 

- Stage management – Booked but needs to be paid for  

- Generator: a generator of sufficient capacity will be hired to support sound and lighting. 

- Equipment storage & security: it was agreed that overnight security would be required to safeguard 

equipment and ensure health and safety. 

- Portable toilets and First Aid: temporary toilets and St John Ambulance cover have been confirmed. 

Live Music Programme 

Members confirmed that local performers had now been secured to provide live music on Thursday, Friday and 

Saturday evenings. 

The programme will feature approximately nine live music acts, including: 

- Local bands 

- One local DJ (to provide music between acts and contingency cover) 



- Traditional Morris dancers 

 

It was noted that: 

- All performers are community-based 

- No fees are payable to performers 

- Music will take place on the main stage only 

- No music is planned for Sunday 

Catering, Licensing and Other Arrangements 

Members noted: 

- Shoreside Café has confirmed food and drink provision and holds the appropriate Temporary Event 

Notice. 

- No secondary bar will be arranged. 

- A craft market will not be included due to cost and limited interest. 

- Attendees will be encouraged to bring picnic blankets and chairs. 

Licensing 

Members noted that a licence is required to permit live music until 22:30 on the relevant evenings. 

Resolved: The following actions were resolved 

• Pete Badham to contact “A Higher Sound” to arrange for staging (option 2) and request that a pro-forma is 
sent to the Town Council 

• Marquee to be confirmed and pro-forma invoice sent to Town Council 

• Stage Manager to be paid 

• Generator will be arranged by Clerks office 

• Equipment and Storage – security needed for 4 nights to be arranged by Clerks office and Mayor 

• Bands have been confirmed and will be playing for free, but a donation could be made 

• Portable toilets and First Aid have been confirmed and paid by Clerks office 

• Shoreside Café will provide food and refreshments 

• Collection permit for youth sailing has been confirmed by Pete Ball 

• Festival Branding agreed and Deputy Clerk will finalise 

• Invitation to be conformed to RNLI and Fire Brigade by Clerks Office – Pete Badham to send contact details 
for Fire Brigade 

• Clerk’s office to arrange Risk Assessments, Letters to residents, Refuse collection, Grounds maintenance, 
Caricature Artist and Face painter and other daytime entertainment 

• Mayor to arrange daytime dance troupe 

• Army cadets assault course to be arranged by clerk’s office 

• P Badham to give Deputy Clerk running order of musical acts 

• Clerk to investigate licensing requirements 
 

EC15/26   EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
5.1 Councillors proposed and seconded to resolve that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be 

transacted, that it is in the public interest that the press and public are excluded. (1960Public Bodies Admission to 

Meetings Act s1 (2)). 

Resolved: To exclude the press and public 

5.2 Council approved and signed the confidential minutes of the meetings held on 26TH February 2026 

Resolved: To agree and sign the minutes of the 26th February 2026 

 


