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EAST COWES
TOWN COUNCIL

EAST COWES TOWN COUNCIL

Town Hall, York Avenue, East Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO32 6RU
Tel: (01983) 299082 Email: clerk@eastcowestowncouncil.co.uk

Minutes of the meeting of East Cowes Town Council Meeting held on 18™ September 2025 at the Town Hall, York
Avenue, East Cowes to discuss the following matters set out in the agenda.

Present: Councillors: Reardon, Pragnell, Hendry, Palin, Love, Warleigh-Lack, Lake, Brimble-Brennan
Clerk: S Chilton Deputy Clerk: C Jones

Gino Wooldridge, IW Council

9 members of the public

6.00pm PUBLIC FORUM

Mr Douse (MD) asked Cllr Hendry about seagull nest removal. Clir Hendry responded that he would be chasing a
response. MD also spoke about the Shedden Fountain and that he had reassurances from Southern Water that there
was a supply of potable water adjacent. The Clerk explained that the Facilities Officer had investigated and could not
find a supply of potable water nearby. This would be followed up with Southern Water. He also reported some
graffiti at GKN, which would be reported to Island Roads, and stated that he would be undertaking a beach clean on
Sunday 19 October. Mr Packham (RP) asked about the dredging of the marina. Clir Pragnell informed him that it
had been postponed until the end of September as they now had to undertake a bomb survey to ensure there was
no ordnance from the last war. There was an enquiry regarding the IW Council Transport Plan consultation, Mr
Burdett (DB) felt that it needed to include a requirement for a Transport Operators Licence. Ms Mathews (AM) asked
if draft policies being considered by the Council could be made public. Mrs Burdett (SB) about the date for the Xmas
market. This will be held on the 22" November. A further question was asked about the progress of the Cowes 200
initiative. It was noted that this was confidential information at this time.

101/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Clir Brimble-Brennan who would be leaving early for a family
commitment.

102/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

2.1 ClIr Love declared a non-pecuniary interest as IW Ward Councillor and as a member of the East Cowes
Community Partnership, East Cowes Business Association and East Cowes Heritage. Clir Reardon declared a non-
pecuniary interest as a member of the East Cowes Community Partnership and East Cowes Business Association. ClIr
Hendry declared a non-pecuniary interest as IW Ward Councillor

2.2 No requests for dispensation were received

103/25 MINUTES

3.1 To approve and sigh the minutes of the Full Council held on 17% July 2025 and the 4" September
Resolved: To approve and sign the minutes of the meeting of East Cowes Town Council held on Thursday 17 July
2025 and the extraordinary meeting held on 4™ September 2025

104/25 WATERFRONT REGENERATION UPDATE

4.1 This item was deferred
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105/25 FLOATING BRIDGE

5.1 The council received monthly statistics for the floating bridge. There was some discussion regarding the
impending refit scheduled for 22" September. A list of Q/A’s to the supervisor of the Floating Bridge, compiled by
Cllr Lora Peacey-Wilcox, Cowes Town Council, were circulated for information. Clir Love stated that he considered
that the recent consultation was leading towards no replacement, he had also queried whether the money,
ringfenced for a replacement vessel, had been spent. ClIr Palin stated that consultants had been paid for without
authorisation at huge cost. He proposed that the October meeting be postponed for 1 hour so that councillors could
attend the IW Council Cabinet meeting on the 16" October, to raise questions regarding the consultation and the
options they would be considering as a result. Clir Hendry proposed that the October meeting be cancelled and that
an extra meeting be arranged at a later date so that all councillors could attend the IW Council meeting. This was
seconded by the Mayor. It was agreed that the Clerk should write to Cowes Town Council suggesting that their
councillors also attend the Cabinet meeting.

Resolved: It was resolved that the October Full Council meeting be cancelled and another meeting arranged. The
clerk to write to Cowes Town Council to urge them to attend IWC Cabinet too.

106/25 FINANCES

6.1 The Council approved and agreed payments as presented and ratify payments made by Direct Debit

6.2 The Council noted the bank reconciliation for July and August 2025

Resolved: To approve and ratify the payments including by Direct Debit and BACS as presented for July and August
2025 and to note the bank reconciliation for July and August 2025.

107/25 STRATEGIC PLAN
7.1 The Council considered adoption of the 5-year strategic plan
Resolved: To adopt the 5 year Strategic Plan

108/25 ANNUAL PUBLIC CONSULTATION
8.1 The Council considered the dates for the annual public consultation in October and agreed the 10" & 11"
8.2 There was some discussion about which Councillors could attend the consultation on the agreed dates.

Councillor’s commitments were unclear, and the Clerk would confirm details following further discussion with
Councillors.
Resolved: Annual public consultation to take place on the 10th & 11* October subject to councillors’ availability

109/25 ENVIRONMENTAL & CLIMATE CHANGE POLICY

9.1 ClIr Palin gave the report of the Environmental working group, where he outlined the successes, the council
has made so far, and how the group felt this could be further extended by adopting the aims set out in Option B
9.2 The Council reviewed the Environmental & Climate Change policy and considered that Option B could be
used as a reference document, addended to the current policy.

Resolved: To addend Option B to the Environmental & Climate Change policy and use as a reference document

110/25 COMMEMORATION AND FACILITY NAMING POLICY

10.1  The Council considered the draft Commemoration and Facility Naming Policy for adoption and felt that it
needed more structure in the criteria, setting out terms of office etc. Councillors also felt that a formal process needed
to be agreed which would include a decision process and an application form. It was suggested that the draft be
amended to include these items and represented to Council.

Resolved: To amend the policy and devise an application form to be presented to Council for consideration.

111/25 GRANTS
11.1  The Council considered the following grant applications:
a) Isle of Wight Literary Festival - £1000 towards overall cost of the festival
b) East Cowes Town Crafters - £135 towards costs for Displays and Materials
c) Community Spirited - £2440 towards overall cost for Suicide Prevention and Support group.

Resolved: To reject the IW Literary Festival application but to offer them the use of council premises for future
events. To agree the application from EC Crafters for £135. To agree the Community Spirit application for £940



112/25 REPORTS

12.1  The Clerk reported that the Conclusion of the Annual Audit had been received from the external auditors
and that no matters had given cause for concern and that the information in Sections 1 & 2 of the annual return
were in accordance with proper practices. The Footprint Trust Impact Report was available for councillors. A
response had been received from Scott Headey, IWC Strategic Manager Highways and Transportation regarding the
Council request to take over a section of the Esplanade from Cambridge Rd to the landslip. Mr Headey had
responded that it is not possible to pass over a section of highway to parish or town councils as it must be
maintained by the Highway Authority who must create a statutory right of way for public use.

12.2  The Mayors report had been circulated and was on the front page of the council’s newsletter

12.3  IWC Ward Councillor reports:

ClIr Love said that he had spoken to Island Roads about weedkiller on the Saunders Way roundabout. He reminded
everyone to make their comments on the coastal Path consultation to the Clerk. He reported that the IW Council had
recently voted against the Local Government Review proposals.

Clir Hendry reported that he and IW Clir Julie-Jones Evans had had a very positive meeting with representatives of
the Film Studio and that they would like to meet with the Town Council in due course. More news will follow in a
press release.

12.4  Town Councillor reports:

Clir Warleigh-Lack reported that the refurbishment of the railings and gates at Osborne House was now complete
Clir Pragnell reported that Cowes 200 are very keen to promote youth activities and as Cowes is short of space he
has informed the committee that East Cowes is able to accommodate them.

Clir Lake had nothing to report

Clir Palin reported that St George’s school has now expanded their pupil numbers to 40. He had attended the
Firework and VJ Day events which were very good. The community orchard is doing well and producing fruit.
Hawthorn Meadows mess cleared now. The Environment working group met in August. He is working with Clir
Hendry on flood problems at Greenlands Road. He is concerned about the internal plans for the fire station as they
do not seem to fulfil the needs of staff. He has suggested that we request a copy of them for discussion.

113/25 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

Councillors proposed and seconded to resolve that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be
transacted, that it is in the public interest that the press and public are excluded. (1960 Public Bodies Admission to
Meetings Act s1 (2)).

Resolved: To exclude the press and public

Contractual matters were discussed



