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East Cowes Town Council

Town Hall, York Avenue, East Cowes, Isle of Wight, PO32 6R
Tel: (01983) 299082 Email: clerk@eastcowestowncouncil.co.uk

Minutes of a meeting of the East Cowes Town Council held at East Cowes Town Hall, York Avenue, East Cowes Thursday 17th July 2025 at 6pm

Present
Councillors: Reardon, Lake, Love, Pragnell, Cllr Brimble-Brennan and Hendry 
Clerk: S Chilton
Deputy Clerk: C Jones
Also present: 4 members of the public

Prior to the meeting the Mayor presented a cheque to the East Cowes Carnival Association
Meeting opened at 6.00pm
PUBLIC FORUM
Neil Chapman, Operations Director for Red Funnel introduced himself to the Council and gave a short summary of his background, what his role is with Red Funnel and how he would like to work with the Council in the future. The Mayor thanked him and said that the council would be happy to arrange a meeting with him following the determination of Red Funnel’s pending planning application. 
It was noted that the damaged gabions on the landslip had not been repaired properly, this would be brought to the notice of the IW Council Public Real Officer. Cars were still negotiating around the planters beside the toilets and entering the landslip. The Clerk stated that the IW Council were planning to install posts to stop this occurring. 
The potential to place a notice board in Kings Square was raised and the Mayor suggested asking Red Funnel if their fence could be used. 

87/25		APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Palin who had a personal engagement and Cllr Warleigh-Lack who had a prior appointment. 

88/25		DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
2.1	Cllr Hendry declared a non-pecuniary interest as an IW Ward Councillor. Cllr Love declared a non-pecuniary interest as IW Ward Councillor and as a member of the East Cowes Community Partnership, East Cowes Business Association and East Cowes Heritage. Cllr Reardon declared a non-pecuniary interest as a member of the East Cowes Community Partnership and East Cowes Business Association. 
2.2	No written requests for dispensations were received

89/25		MINUTES
3.1	The Council approved and signed the minutes of the Full Council held on 12th June 2025 
Resolved: To approve and sign the minutes of the Full Council held on 12th June 2025

90/25		WATERFRONT REGENERATION UPDATE
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4.1 Gino Wooldridge IWC, provided an update on the Waterfront Regeneration project as follows:
Public Realm - Public realm planning application is in final sign off stage. Planners are awaiting final luminosity report. Project tender for public realm complete and ready to publish following planning award. Contract timeline begins 25th July and the proposed contract end date (public realm completed) is 24th November 2025. Prom building - Building works are now being progressed, initial site visits for utilities have been completed. Next steps are to form a tender for the necessary works (structural, new access, internal finish, etc). Councillors invited to attend a site meeting on 18th September at 4.30pm prior to Full Council.
Heritage bid - The heritage bid is now being progressed following the columbine disposal and IWC councillors’ acceptance of WSY’s offer. The council discussed the heritage bid conditions proposed by Ross Edmunds and agreed that they would take responsibility for them. Specifically, the council will:
0. Act as the representatives and liaison to the local community
0. Provide custodianship / ownership paperwork for SRN4’s propeller and pylon.
0. Manage and pay for specific ongoing upkeep of the heritage assets.  E.g.  including propellor statue, plinths, images on Southern Water Pump station
0. Invite dignitaries to the unveiling of the heritage pieces.  
Resolved: To attend the site meeting on the 18th September at 16.30pm and to agree the heritage bid conditions as set out above at a.b.c.d
91/25		FLOATING BRIDGE
5.1	The council received monthly statistics for the floating bridge. Following the Teams meeting that had taken place earlier in the day, Cllr Palin sent a written proposal for consideration by Council. The proposal read:
“I propose that the East Cowes Town Council writes to the Cabinet office and treasury over the Isle of Wight Councils handling of the floating bridge replacement process. IW Council officers reference the government's green book as the process they must follow. However, the government's green book also references “the use of common sense” and “value for money”. Given the fact that the cabinet voted for a new floating bridge and it is in the interest of our town, I feel it is appropriate to now seek urgent advice from them.” 
Councillors agreed that IW Council officers were delaying the replacement process which had already been agreed by Cabinet, and that the matter now needed progressing to the highest level. The proposal was discussed and seconded. Council agreed that the Clerk should draft a letter to be sent to the Cabinet Office and Treasury, which would be circulated to councillors for approval, and then copied to IW Councillors Jordan, Peacey-Wilcox and Jones-Evans.
Resolved: The Clerk to draft a letter to the Cabinet Office and the Treasury questioning the consultation process currently being adopted by officers of the IW Council, costing in excess of £350k, bearing in mind that the IWC Cabinet agreed in March 2024 to replace the floating bridge, and requesting that they intervene in the process. 

[bookmark: _Hlk44063520]92/25		FINANCES
6.1	The Council approved and agreed payments as presented and ratify payments made by Direct Debit 
6.2	The Council noted the bank reconciliation for June 2025 
Resolved:  To approve and ratify the payments including by Direct Debit and BACS as presented for June 2025 and to note the bank reconciliation for June 2025. 

[bookmark: _Hlk74124512]93/25		SAFEGUARDING YOUNGSTERS IN THE COMMUNITY – CLLR BRIMBLE-BRENNAN
7.1	Cllr Brimble-Brennan gave a short summary of the outcomes of a Safeguarding conference she had attended and asked the council to consider how they could help to further the aims of the conference. One proposal was to make the website more accessible. However, the deputy clerk advised that the council website had recently been revised for accessibility and was now fully compliant. Cllr B-B felt that we needed to get more information out to families about what we do and that this could be achieved by using the Family Information Hub, which she would send details of to the Clerk. Although we hold the youth club in the town hall, Cllr B-B thought we could support young peoples emotional and mental health by creating a space that they could decorate. The new skatepark was suggested. She also felt that we should get more input from youth into the council and that could be achieved by a youth consultation.  This could be fed into the annual public consultation. Councillors suggested the Youth Council’s in schools would be a good starting point and that the Chair of Governors of local schools and the youth club be contacted.
Resolved: To publicise information about Council activities on the Family Information Hub, to consider a mural at the skatepark painted by the youth once completed, to contact the youth councils of local schools through the Chair of Governors, to undertake a youth consultation to be fed into the annual public consultation. 

94/25		AIR POLLUTION 
8.1	The council received and noted the Air Quality Impact Assessment report and an update on local air pollution levels from Matthew Northard, Senior Environmental Health Practitioner, IWC. The Clerk suggested it might be a useful document for the Environment Working group to use.
Resolved: To note the report

95/25		ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY WORKING GROUP
9.1	The council considered forming a working group to enable more detailed discussion to evaluate the Council's Environmental Policy and develop an action plan highlighting the key priorities. The clerk suggested that the group might formulate a report which could be brought to Full Council for consideration. Councillors Warleigh-Lack, Palin, Lake and Brimble-Brennan would form the group, arrange a meeting and compile an action plan. 
Resolved: Cllrs Palin, Warleigh-Lack, Lake, Brimble-Brennan to form a working group. The group to arrange a meeting, identify priorities from the Council’s Environmental policy, and compile an action plan for consideration by Full Council 

96/25		REPORTS
10.1	Clerk’s report – The Clerk read a thank you and well done to staff email from a member of the public regarding the Esplanade and paddling pool. She also read a thank you from UKSA for the council’s ongoing support 
10.2	Mayors Report – The Mayor gave a supplementary report on a recent meeting with Dani Anglada Pich, a blind sailor who is circumnavigating the island with the ambition to bring blind sailing to the paralympic games. His campaign is called “Yes we Sail”. He had received a warm welcome from East Cowes Sailing Club who helped with mooring and launching. He has been made an honorary member of the club by Commodore Peter Ball. Magnus Wheatley, a prominent sailing journalist and Americas Cup historian is supporting the project. In thanks to ECSC support Dani is adding their logo to his boat.  
10.3	IWC Ward Councillor reports
Cllr Love reported that the Coastal path consultation has begun. The final decision on the route will be made by Natural England. He spoke about Devolution and that it had not been agreed yet. He thought that it was a money saving exercise to help pay off debts.  
Cllr Hendry reported that the necessary work required at Saunders Way should be completed by the end of the year then the TRO’s can be implemented. There is a school place planning meeting coming up. 
10.4	Town Councillor reports
Cllr Lake stated that Saunders Way roundabout was looking awful. She asked if bulbs/wildflowers could be planted for spring flowering. She reported an obnoxious smell around the section of road from Osborne House to GKN and asked if a letter could be written to Southern Water about it. 
Cllr Pragnell reported that he had been receiving lots of compliments and positive comments on the Esplanade toilets and paddling pool and that the seafront was fantastic. He reported that dredging for the marina would begin in August and that he had been helping the facilities officer to repair some broken play equipment on the Esplanade.
Cllr Brimble-Brennan echoed the positive feedback about the paddling pool. She had been happy to help at the recent theatre production. 

97/25		EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC	
The Council resolved that in view of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, that it is in the public interest that the press and public should be excluded. (1960 Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act s1 (2)). This item was taken early due to the early finish of the annual meeting and councillors retired to the Curve.
Resolved: To exclude the press and public 
	
Contractual Matters were discussed.

Meeting closed at 8.20pm
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