Mayor’s end of year report

Councillor Tracy Reardon (Mayor)

It has been another full and productive year with many events and meetings
held.

We started the year with the celebrations for the Kings coronation and a very
well attended picnic in the park, we also held a reception that recognised the 25
years of ECTC and was especially important as later in the year we sadly lost our
dear friend, and longest standing councillor of 25 years, Margaret Webster, what
an achievement and one that Margaret was rightly proud of!

We took part in the annual commemoration events for those lost during the blitz
and for the part that the Blyskawica played in helping to protect our town; |
recently attended the Blyskawica commemoration this year.

| was pleased to visit the Methodist church for the unveiling of the newly
refurbished Naval organ which looks lovely.

As Mayor, | attended the festival of ONAM; which included the colourful
festivities and cultural celebrations.

In addition | also attended the annual Indonesian Day festival, which was most
enjoyable.

Cowes week is always a busy one and the council hosted a sunset soirée on the
esplanade and all enjoyed the fireworks provided by Waverley holiday park.

We have provided refreshments from the council’s beach hut for the beach
cleans and continue to look at future community and environmental project uses
forit.

| was invited to Osborne house to meet a delegation from Coburg, the islands
twin town, and to see the freedom tree installed, which was beautiful, and made
a real impact in the wonderful Durbar room.

Christmas arrived and we had a brilliant evening with local schoolchildren
singing carols and switching on the Christmas tree lights. This is becoming a
really fun annual event alongside the Christmas market.

The Amy White Theatre Christmas pantomime got rave reviews and was a
sellout, and next weekend they are performing the first midyear show, the
Wizard of Oz, which I’'m very much looking forward to and hope to see you all
there.

The Bumblebee Playpark received a new piece of play equipment which was the
culmination of the wonderful hard work and fundraising by Nikki Flux- Edmonds
and her friends, in her daughter Keziah’s memory.



Red Funnel launched the Light the South fundraiser for Southampton hospital,
which serves many islanders too, and | am looking forward to seeing the
lighthouses here.

| was invited to attend a naming ceremony at the RNLI, and we have all been
busy organising the bicentennial celebrations coming up. The mural
commemorating the 200" Anniversary of the RNLI, in Clarence Rd, is nearing
completion and is very exciting to see. We are all looking forward to the events
surrounding the 200" Anniversary weekend.

Alongside this event, we will also be celebrating the 100-year anniversary of the
opening of our beautiful and much-loved esplanade. This, along with the fencing
finally coming down around the umbrella tree, has shown the determination we
have to protect our town’s wonderful heritage assets.

We have all watched the Barracks being transformed to its former glory and look
forward to this area becoming better used and improved.

Finally, | would like to say a big thank you to the town council team of staff and
all our wonderful volunteers who keep our town’s facilities going and indeed
growing. Their time and commitment is very much appreciated by us all. The
East Side Curve is going from strength to strength and has become the, wished
for, central hub of our community. Thanks also go to my fellow councillors for all
their help and support in what was another full and busy year!

We welcome our two new councillors, Holly Irwin and Teresa Brimble-Brennan,
and look forward, as a council, to more exciting developments and
improvements for our town.



